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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 

with Troy Schmelzer on 9/22/2008. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

> Amend claims 2, 5, 9, 12, and 16 as follows: 
2. (Currently amended) A reaction information display comprising: 

a provider side terminal device having a provider side display device; and 
a plural number of user side terminal devices, each having a user side input 
operation device and a user side display device, capable of communicating through 
an information communication network with the provider side terminal device, 
wherein 

the provider side terminal device has an evaluated object information 
transmission means for transmitting evaluated object information, 

each user side terminal device has an evaluated object information display 
means for receiving and displaying on the user side display device the evaluated 
object information transmitted from the provider side terminal device through the 
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information communication network, and a reaction information transmission 
means for transmitting reaction information corresponding to the user side terminal 
device when the user side input operation device is operated in reaction to the 
displayed evaluated object information, and 

the provider side terminal device further has a reaction information display 
means for receiving reaction information transmitted from the user side terminal 
devices through the information communication network and for displaying 
information corresponding to the received reaction information on the provider side 
display device, wherein 

the reaction information display means has a user icon display means that 
defines, in part of the provider side display device, a user icons 
collective display area including a plural number of user icon display areas 
corresponding to the respective user side terminal devices 

and displays, using icons, information corresponding to the reaction 
information from the respective user side terminal devices in corresponding user 
icon display areas, and 

the user icon display means changes colors of the icons displayed in the user 
icon display areas accord i ng to i t e ms of based on the reaction information. 



5. (Currently amended) A provider side terminal device used in a system comprising: 
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the provider side terminal device having a provider side display device, and 

a plural number of user side terminal devices, each having a user side input 
operation device and a user side display device, capable of communicating through 
an information communication network with the provider side terminal device, 
wherein the provider side terminal device has: 

an evaluated object information transmission means for transmitting 
evaluated object information, and 

a reaction information display means for receiving reaction information, 
corresponding to the user side terminal devices, transmitted as a result of the user 
side input operation devices being operated in reaction to the evaluated object 
information transmitted from the evaluated object information transmission means 

and received by the user side terminal devices through the information 
communication network and displayed on the user side display devices, and for 
displaying information corresponding to the received reaction information on the 
provider side display device, wherein 

the reaction information display means has a user icon display means that 
defines, in part of the provider side display device, a user icons 
collective display area, including a plural number of user icon display 
areas corresponding to the respective user side terminal devices 
and displays using icons, information corresponding to the reaction information from the 
respective user side terminal devices in corresponding user icon display areas and 
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the user icon display means changes colors of the icons displayed in the user 
icon display areas accord i ng to i t e ms of based on the reaction information. 



9. (Currently amended) A user side terminal device used in a system having: 

a provider side terminal device having a provider side display device, and 

a plural number of user side terminal devices, each having a user side input 
operation device and a user side display device, capable of communicating through 
an information communication network with the provider side terminal device, 
wherein 

each user side terminal device has: 

an evaluated object information display means for receiving evaluated object 
information transmitted from the provider side terminal device through the 
information communication network and for displaying the received information on 
the user side display device, and 

a reaction information transmission means for transmitting reaction 
information so that information, corresponding to the reaction information 
corresponding to the user side terminal device and transmitted to the provider side 
terminal device through the information communication network when the user 
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side input operation device is operated in reaction to the displayed evaluated object 
information, is displayed on the provider side display device, wherein 

each user side terminal device is capable of communicating with other user 
side terminal devices through the information communication network and further 
comprises: 

an other user information acquisition means for receiving reaction 
information transmitted from other user side terminal devices through the 
information communication network, and 

a reaction information display means for displaying information 
corresponding to the reaction information from other user side terminal devices on 
the user side display device, wherein 

the reaction information display means has a user icon display means that 
defines, in part of the user side display device, a user icons 
collective display area including a plural number of user icon display areas 
corresponding to the respective user side terminal devices and displays, using 
icons, information corresponding to the reaction information from the respective 
user side terminal devices in corresponding user icon display areas, and 

the user icon display means changes colors of the icons displayed in the user 
icon display areas accord i ng to i t e ms of based on the reaction information. 
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12. (Currently amended) A computer program embodied on a computer-readable 
medium that causes a provider side terminal device used in a system comprising the 
provider side terminal device having a provider side display device, and a plural number 
of user side terminal devices each having a user side input operation device and a user 
side display device, and capable of communicating through an information 
communication network with the provider side terminal, to function as: 

an evaluated object information transmission means for transmitting 
evaluated object information, and 

a reaction information display means for receiving reaction information 
corresponding to the user side terminal devices, transmitted through the 
information communication network when the user side input operation device is 
operated in reaction to the evaluated object information transmitted from the 
evaluated object information transmission means and received with the user side 
terminal device through the information communication network and displayed on 
the user side display device, and for displaying information corresponding to the 
received reaction information on the provider side display device, wherein 

the reaction information display means has a user icon display means that 
defines, in part of the provider side display device, a user icons, 

collective display area including a plural number of user icon display areas 
corresponding to the respective user side terminal devices and displaying, 
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using icons, information corresponding to the reaction information from the 
respective user side terminal devices in corresponding user icon display areas, and 

the user icon display means changes colors of the icons displayed in the user 
icon display areas accord i nq to i tems of based on the reaction information. 

16. (Currently amended) A computer program embodied in a computer-readable 
medium for causing a user side terminal device used in a system comprising a provider 
side terminal device having a provider side display device, and a plural number of user 
side terminal devices, each having a user side input operation device and a user side 
display device, and capable of communicating through an information communication 
network with the provider side terminal, to function as: 

an evaluated object information display means for receiving evaluated object 
information transmitted from the provider side terminal device through the 
information communication network and for displaying the received information on 
the user side display devices, and 

a reaction information transmission means for transmitting reaction 
information so that information corresponding to the reaction information 
corresponding to the user side terminal devices and transmitted to the provider side 

terminal device through the information communication network when the user 
side input operation devices are operated in reaction to the displayed evaluated 
object information, is displayed on the provider side display device, wherein 
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the user side terminal devices are capable of communicating with other user 
side terminal devices through the information communication network, 

the computer program further causes each user side terminal device to 
function as: 

an other user information acquisition means for receiving reaction 
information transmitted from other user side terminals through the information 
communication network and 

a reaction information display means for displaying information 
corresponding to reaction information from the respective user side terminal device, s 
on the user side display device, wherein 

the reaction information display means has a user icon display means that 
defines, in part of the user side display device, a user icons 
collective display area including a plural number of user icon display areas 
corresponding to the respective user side terminal devices and displaying, using 
icons, information corresponding to the reaction information from the respective 
user side terminal devices in corresponding user icon display areas, and 

the user icon display means changes colors of the icons displayed in the user 
icon display areas accord i ng to i t e ms of based on the reaction information. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-3, 5-6, 9-10, 12-13, and 16-21 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art discloses: 

• Appleman et al (US 6,539,421 ) discloses a message application user interface 
that allows users to communicate with one another in real time. 

• Canfield et al (US 7,127,685) discloses a message application user interface with 
emotion buttons and icons. 



• Williams (US 6,292,828) and Warren et al (US 2003/01 67449) disclose an 
interface that polls user's reaction. 

Claims 2, 5. 9. 12, 16: 

The prior art fails to disclose or suggest the combination of limitations recited in Claims 
2, 5, 9, 12, and16. More specifically, the prior art fails to disclose or suggest a system 
that measures the reaction of an interactive, user polling network that contains: 

• A provider side terminal device having a provider side display device; 

o The provider side terminal device has an evaluated object information 
transmission means for transmitting evaluated object information, 

• A plural number of user side terminal devices which have a user side input 
operation device and a user side display device which are capable of 
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communicating through an information communication network with the provider 
side terminal device. Each user side terminal device has: 

o An evaluated object information display means for receiving and 
displaying on the user side display device the evaluated 
object information transmitted from the provider side terminal device 
through the information communication network, 

o And a reaction information transmission means for transmitting reaction 
information corresponding to the user side terminal device when the user 
side input operation device is operated in reaction to the displayed 
evaluated object information, 

• The provider side terminal device further has a reaction information display 
means for receiving reaction information transmitted from the user side terminal 
devices through the information communication network and for displaying 
information corresponding to the received reaction information on the provider 
side display device, 

o Wherein the reaction information display means has a user icon display 
means that defines, in part of the provider side display device, a user 
icons collective display area including a plural number of user icon display 
areas corresponding to the respective user side terminal devices, 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,980 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2176 

o And displays, using icons, information corresponding to the reaction 
information from the respective user side terminal devices in 
corresponding user icon display areas, and 

• The user icon display means changes colors of the icons displayed in the user 
icon display areas based on the reaction information. 

Claims 3, 6, 10, 13, 17: 

The prior art fails to disclose or suggest the combination of limitations recited in Claims 
3, 6, 10, 13, and 17. More specifically, the prior art fails to disclose or suggest a system 
that measures the reaction of an interactive, user polling network that contains: 

• A provider side terminal device having a provider side display device 

o The provider side terminal device has an evaluated object information 
transmission means for transmitting evaluated object information, 

• A plural number of user side terminal devices each having a user side input 
operation device and a user side display device, capable of communicating 
through an information communication network with the provider side terminal 
device, 

• Each user side terminal device has an evaluated object information display 
means for receiving and displaying on the user side display device the evaluated 
object information transmitted from the provider side terminal device through the 
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information communication network, and a reaction information transmission 
means for transmitting reaction information corresponding to the user side 
terminal device when the user side input operation device is operated in reaction 
to the displayed evaluated object information, and 

• The provider side terminal device further has a reaction information display 
means for receiving reaction information transmitted from the user side terminal 
devices through the information communication network and for displaying 
information corresponding to the received reaction information on the provider 
side display device, 

o Wherein the reaction information display system further has a 
communication information memory device having a communication 
information database for storing contents of information, communicated 
between the devices constituting the system, related to communication 
time and information type, 

• The provider side terminal device further has a communication information 
reproduction means for acquiring, while specifying communication time and 
information type, the whole or part of the information communicated between the 
respective terminal devices and stored in the communication information 
database, and for reproducing and displaying information corresponding to the 
acquired information on the provider side display device, and 
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• The communication information reproduction means acquires graphic, 
information sampled at certain intervals as the evaluated object information, 
acquires a reaction information transition graph showing a transition of sums in 
every sampling period of the number of pieces of the reaction information 
corresponding to the evaluated object information, and reproduces and displays 
the graphic information and the reaction information transition graph adjacent to 
each other on the provider side display device. 

Claim 18: 

The claim incorporates the allowable subject matter of Claim 12 and is thus allowable. 
Claim 19: 

The claim incorporates the allowable subject matter of Claim 13 and is thus allowable. 
Claim 20: 

The claim incorporates the allowable subject matter of Claim 16 and is thus allowable. 



Claim 21: 

The claim incorporates the allowable subject matter of Claim 17 and is thus allowable. 
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The examiner notes that these features of the reaction information system are illustrated 
in Figures 15-19 and described in detail on Page 20-50 of the Specification in the 
present application. 

Regarding Claims 2 and 3, the examiner interprets the recited "reaction information 
system" to include the following hardware components: 

• a provider side terminal device; 

• a user side terminal device; and 

• a user side display device, 

as indicated in Figures 15-19 of the Drawings. The recited "reaction information 
system" and its associated modules are controlled by, and displayed using, the 
hardware components of the system, as indicated in Figures 4-6 of the Drawings. 
Accordingly, Claims 2 and 3 recites statutory subject matter, as defined in 35 U.S.C. 
101. 



Regarding Claims 5 and 6, the examiner interprets the recited "provider side terminal 
device used in a system" to include the following hardware components: 

• a provider side terminal device; 

• a user side terminal device; and 

• a user side display device, 

as indicated in Figures 15-19 of the Drawings. The recited "reaction information 
system" and its associated modules are controlled by, and displayed using, the 
hardware components of the system, as indicated in Figures 4-6 of the Drawings. 
Accordingly, Claims 5 and 6 recites statutory subject matter, as defined in 35 U.S.C. 
101. 

Regarding Claims 9 and 10, the examiner interprets the recited "user side terminal 
device used in a system" to include the following hardware components: 
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• a provider side terminal device; 

• a user side terminal device; and 

• a user side display device, 

as indicated in Figures 15-19 of the Drawings. The recited "reaction information 
system" and its associated modules are controlled by, and displayed using, the 
hardware components of the system, as indicated in Figures 4-6 of the Drawings. 
Accordingly, Claims 9 and 10 recites statutory subject matter, as defined in 35 U.S.C. 
101. 

Regarding Claims 12, 13, 16, and 17, the examiner interprets the recited "computer 
program product embodied on a computer-readable medium" to be a hardware 
component, since the "computer program product' tangibly embodies a "computer- 
readable medium." Accordingly, Claims 12, 13, 16, and 17 recites statutory subject 
matter, as defined in 35 U.S.C. 101. 



3. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Soumya Dasgupta whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7432. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9am-7pm, F 9am-1pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doug Hutton can be reached on 571-272-4137. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



SD 

/(Doug Mutton/ 
Doug Hutton 
Supervisory Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 



